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Dear Constituents, 

 

As we kick off this summer with Canadaôs 142nd birthday, I look forward to being back in the rid-

ing to share in all that summer has to offer our beautiful region. 

 

Being back home always serves as an important reminder for me of what I need to do to meet my 

constituentsô needs. This spring I was fortunate to have been able to attend several important     

activities and events around the riding allowing me the wonderful opportunity of meeting and 

speaking directly with many of you:   (more details on some of these events in the pages to follow) 

 

¶ Home and Leisure Shows 

¶ Lac Seul Power Generating Stationôs Grand Opening 

¶ Ear Falls Road Completion Ceremony 

¶ Celebrations of special birthdays and anniversaries 

¶ Visits to Pikangikum and Fort Hope First Nations 

¶ Assemblies for new school funding for Wabaseemoong and North Spirit Lake First Nations 

¶ Passport Clinics 

¶ Kenora District Camp Owners Association Meeting 

¶ Appearances at Beaver Brae School and the Dryden Campus of Confederation College 

¶ Northern Ontario Municipal Association (NOMA) Conference 

¶ Youth in Philanthropy Granting Celebration 

¶ Several funding announcements made under the New Horizons Seniors Program 

¶ Over $11 Million in joint Federal and Provincial Infrastructure Stimulus Announcements 

 

In the past few months, we also hosted some very special visitors in our riding.  

 

I was honoured to host Prime Minister Stephen Harper and Premier Dalton McGuinty in Kenora 

on May 15th  to announce the expansion of Highway 17.  Thanks to a joint investment by both lev-

els of Government, workers, families and businesses throughout Northwestern Ontario will benefit 

from this project. Other distinguished guests from all levels of government were present including 

The President of the Treasury Board, Vic Toews, Minister of Northern Development and Mines, 

Michael Gravelle, and several of our local mayors. 

 

The Minister of State for Democratic Reform, Steven Fletcher, also visited the riding in early May 

to assist me in co-hosting a healthcare roundtable in Kenora. Stakeholders representing Lake of the 

Woods District Hospital, the Hospital Foundation, the Northwestern Health Unit, the Sunset Coun-

try Family Health Team, Kenora Chiefôs Advisory, Dalles First Nation, and the City of Kenora, 

came out to participate. His visit also included a trip to Dryden for a book launch with local author, 

Linda McIntosh (Ignace), of Stevenôs biography, ñWhat Do You Do When You Donôt Die.ò An 

automobile collision with a moose left him a quadriplegic, paralyzed from the neck down; his story 

is truly amazing, and his visit inspired many of the folks who came out to meet him. 

 

More recently, a $1 Million Community University Research Alliance (CURA) grant brought Min-

ister of State for Science and Technology, Gary Goodyear, to Kenora. The Tunnel Island Research 

Project will receive funding to examine how northern Ontario and First Nations communities work 

together in a unique partnership to jointly manage lands and promote economic development in the 

region. The grant will bring graduate students from the Universities of Manitoba and Winnipeg 

into the region to do research on community-directed projects. The project is a partnership between 

the City of Kenora, the two Universities and Grand Council Treaty #3.  

 

Being in Ottawa has given me a chance to make a real contribution toward making Canada work 

better for all of us. I am pleased to be chairing the all party Tourism Caucus - this work has just 

begun but will be very exciting as we approach the 2010 Winter Olympics. My participation on the 

Aboriginal Affairs and Parliamentary Library committees has also been hard work yet very        

rewarding.  

 

I truly wish all of you a safe and happy summer with family and friends and I look forward to    

opportunities to see and meet many of you. Any time you have a comment, question or concern, I 

invite you to contact one of my offices.   

 

 

Riding Offices 
Kenora 

Market Square 
Entrance on Matheson Street 

308 2nd Street St #19 
Kenora, ON P9N 1G4 

 

Tel: (807) 468-2170 
Fax: (807) 468-4896 
rickfg1@parl.gc.ca 

 

Dryden 
81 Duke Street 

Dryden, ON P8N 1G2 
Tel: (807) 223-8000 
Fax: (807) 223-8655 
rickfg2@parl.gc.ca 

 

Toll -Free (866) 710-0008 
 

Northern Inquiries:  
rickfg3@parl.gc.ca 

Ottawa Office 
601 Justice Building 
House of Commons 

Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0A6 

 

Tel: (613) 996-1161 
Fax: (613) 996-1759 

rickfg@parl.gc.ca 
 

* Mail can be sent to any  
office postage free. 

David Rickford (Gregôs Father), Rev. Stanley Hugh 

Kenyon (Gregôs Grandfather), Greg and Prime    

Minister Stephen Harper, pictured on Parliament Hill 

on May 28, 2009, where parliamentarians, diplomats, 

and ambassadors gathered in Ottawa for the 44th 

Annual National Prayer Breakfast. 
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New Horizons Seniors Program Funding for Capital  

Assistance and Community Participation and Leadership  

 

Eligible activities for Capital Assistance funding include repairs or renovations to 

existing seniorsô community facilities, or the purchase or replacement of equipment 

and furnishings required for community programs and activities for seniors. 

 

¶ $9,977 Sioux Area Seniors Activity Centre (Sioux Lookout) for Kitchen    

renovations 

¶ $9,196 Kenora Sunset Country Squares to replace existing sound equipment 

¶ $24,491 Wabigoon Lake Ojibway Nation to repair and renovate the Commu-

nity Centre  
 

The Community Participation and Leadership component encourages seniors to con-

tinue to play an important role in their communities by helping those in need, provid-

ing leadership, and sharing their knowledge and skills with others. 

 

¶ $20,000 Dryden Canadian Red Cross Society for Emergency Preparedness 

for Seniors 

¶ $25,000 Eabametoong First Nation Home and Community Care for Elders 

Mentorship and Leadership Project 

¶ $25,000 Wabigoon Lake Ojibway Nation for their Project Healthy Aging ï 

Encompassing the Past, the Present and the Future 
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Greg Highlights Kenora Tourism  

An independent, All-Party Tourism Caucus has taken up the mandate of supporting and promoting 

Canadaôs tourism industry and I am very pleased to have the opportunity to be itôs Chair. I believe 

that tourism is such an important driver of Canadaôs economic health and we must see to it that we 

find every opportunity to promote Canada and grow this sector. 
 

We have a great opportunity to maximize the regional possibilities in promoting tourism across 

Canada. With the Olympics just ahead of us, the world will be introduced to Canadaôs breathtaking 

scenery and spectacular attractions, and we want to ensure that the Tourism sector benefits from 

this event.   
 

In this riding, tourism has been identified as a key strategy for economic diversification and I intend 

to work hard to highlight the Kenora riding as a premier tourist destination! 
 

We are working with stakeholders and seeking ways to promote tourism in all regions across    

Canada.  It is an exciting time for tourism and I look forward to working with my colleagues of all 

political stripes in the coming months. 

Top picture Kenora Sunset Country Squares: Ron Brown, Val Brown, Joyce Melenchenko, 

Roland Turcotte, Judy Underwood, Greg, Dorothy Holmgren, Bill Breadner, Peg Gordon, 

Joyce Crowley, Norma Doerksen, Jim Crowley, Ann Baker, Ron Baker, Rose Marie 

Delorme and Gerald Delorme. 
 

Second Row left: Marie Eluik, President of the Sioux Area Seniors Centre and Curtis 

Lockett from Human Resources and Skills Development Canada (HRSDC) 
 

Second Row right: Greg receives a gift from Elsie Shooma, the Elder Traditional Advisor 
 

Pictured third row: Shana Hansson, Greg and Carol Peterson 

Rickford Hosts Successful Passport Clinics  

APRIL 15TH ñDRYDEN MAY 20TH ñKENORA 

 

Over 850 people attended the two Passport Clinics held by Greg Rickford, his staff and volunteers. Greg was on 

site throughout the clinics which were held from 1 to 8 pm at the Royal Canadian Legions in Dryden and 

Kenora. People were assisted with all aspects of their passport applications including form completion, photo-

copying of relevant documents, required passport photos, final checks of applications, submission and tracking 

of the applications to Passport Canada. 
 

Remember, as of June 1, 2009, new regulations are in effect requiring presentation of a passport (or other valid 

WHTI-compliant documents-see ppt.gc.ca) when travelling to the United States by land, water or air. If you 

were not able to make it out to the clinics, both the Kenora and Dryden offices can still assist with the comple-

tion and review of your applications. Stop in or call one of the offices if you need any help.  
 

Both clinics would not have been possible without the support of several volun-

teers. A BIG thank you goes out to all of them: 
 

Ted & Angie Agombar Vivian Balfour Dick & Marlene Beard Elaine Brown  

Ron Christie   Millie Coker  Linda Dahmer   Peg Doty 

Katherine Finlayson  Lynda Griffith  Betty Janke   Lorraine McArthur 

Wanda Mitchell  Audrey Ramchandar Joe Rosdobutko  Tony Schaffer 

Lorne Silver   Charlie Strachan Betty Thompson 

L-R: Chris Jones & Randy Williams of TIAC, Greg, Minister of 

State Diane Ablonczy, MP Colin Mayes, MP Claude Bachand & 

Speaker Peter Milliken (June 4, 2009ðTourism Week Reception) 

Funding for Seniors throughout the Riding  
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Kenora Riding receives $11 Million through  

Build Canada & Infrastructure Stimulus Funds  
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Dignitaries Visit the Riding  

Clockwise from top left corner: 

Premier Dalton McGuinty and Prime Minister Stephen Harper visited Kenora to 

announce joint funding for the Twinning of the TransCanada Highway 

Greg and Prime Minister speak with Chelsea Gauthier, CO-OP Student at the 

Kenora Constituency Office in Kenora 

Minister of State for Science and Technology, Gary Goodyear announces $1 

Million Community University Research Alliance (CURA) grant for Tunnel 

Island research project 

CURA Announcement - Adolphus Cameron, Greg, Vernon Copenance, Minis-

ter of State, Gary Goodyear, Dr. John Sinclair, Mayor Len Compton and 

Councillor Rory McMillan 

Greg with Minister of State for Democratic Reform, Steven Fletcher, and Linda 

McIntosh, author of Stevenôs biography, ñWhat Do You Do When You 

Don't Die?ò in Dryden 

Prime Minister Stephen Harper greeted by Judi and Rick Joyce at the Kenora 

Airport 

Prime Minister Stephen Harper greets City of Kenora Staff following Highway 

Twinning Announcement - Darren Laewetz, Ashley Goodridge & Ron King 

Prime Minister Stephen Harper thanks City of Kenora Staff who participated in 

photos for announcement. Henry Wojtyniak, Rick Vinet, Derek Favreau, 

Craig Robinson, & Bill Mableson  

JOINT FUNDING TO CREATE JOBS AND BUILD COMMUNITIES  

 

On June 5th Greg and Provincial counterpart, Minister Michael Gravelle, began rolling 

out joint infrastructure announcements across Northwestern Ontario. 

 

The Governments of Canada and Ontario will each invest over $11 million for 18 impor-

tant infrastructure projects in the riding of Kenora.  

         Federal Share 

Ear Falls Multiplex       $ 2,710,810 

Highway 17 Gateway Rehabilitation - Kenora      2,333,333 

Ignace Road Rehabilitation Projects        1,415,571 

Cultural Centre for Youth and the Arts - Sioux Lookout     1,300,000 

Lake of the Woods Discovery Centre - Kenora      1,038,503 

Harbourfront & Interpretive Centre and Municipal Multi-Use Facility 

 Sioux Narrows-Nestor Falls           913,127 

Fifth Street Water Main and Road Rehabilitation - Red Lake        706,640 

Water Meter Implementation - Dryden          600,000 

Local road infrastructure projects:   

Sherwood Lake, Bigstone Bay, Storm Bay, Rugby & Eton       180,069 

Redditt Waterline Membrane Filtration          121,050 

Pine Tree Park Centennial Pavilion - Machin           32,500 
 

Total Federal Share for the Riding of Kenora:   $11,351,603 

 

ñThis will help rebuild and modernize our communities; it will put the Kenora riding in 

the best position possible,ò said Rickford. ñUnder the leadership of Prime Minister 

Stephen Harper, our Government is getting shovels in the ground and flowing money 

faster to stimulate the economy and create jobs for Ontarians.ò  

Ignace Mayor, Lionel Cloutier, Doug 

Pronger, Sherrell Musclow, Dennis 

Berard and Greg - Roads Rehabilita-

tion funding. 

Greg, Tim McKay, Michelane 

Gliddy, Sioux Lookout Mayor, 

Kathy Poling, Isaac Giles - Cultural 

Centre for Youth and the Arts. 

Ear Falls Mayor, Ron Bergman, 

Dave Wilson, Tracey Simon and 

Greg - Multiplex Funding. 

Jack Martin from the Redditt Local 

Services Board with Greg - addi-

tional waterline funding for Redditt. 

Greg with Machin Mayor, Gary 

Parkes and local Lionôs Club mem-

bers - Centennial Pavilion Funding 

for Pine Tree Park. 

Greg with Bill Kostick at Armed 

Forces Day where he announced 

over $3.5 Million of federal funding 

for the Kenora area. 


